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India-Indonesia cooperation: From shared history towards a shared future

India and Indonesia- the two countries 
not only share a similar etymology of 
name, but have also interacted close-
ly in the domain of culture, language, 

trade, art and architecture. The facets of 
bilateral relation between the two coun-
tries developed from a shared cultural her-
itage and close trade ties over two thou-
sand years ago. During this shared journey 
in time, the relations that were supported 
by philosophy of Pancasila based values of 
tolerance, non-violence and peace have 
refined themselves into a more sophisti-
cated domain of political, economic, geo-
political, and defence cooperation. 

The first Republic Day of India in 1950 
witnessed the presence of the first Presi-
dent of Indonesia, President Sukarno as 
the Guest of Honour. As India celebrates 
its 73rd Republic Day on 26th January, 
2022, this is an apt occasion to reflect 
upon the harmonious and close relation 
between the two countries. 

Indonesia assumed the Presidency of 
G20 summit for the year 2022. The theme 
‘Recover Together, Recover Stronger’ re-
flects the importance that Indonesia has 
attached to the cooperation and collab-
orative efforts needed to overcome the 
pandemic. As a Troika-member, India 
strives to co-operate with Indonesia for 
the successful accomplishment of the 
17th G20 Heads of State and Government 
Summit to be held in Bali in 2022. India 
will assume the G20 Presidency for the 
term 2023. Thus, the continued co-op-
eration between the two nations at the 
bilateral, multilateral, and international 
level is deeply desired.

The recent time has witnessed all 
form of bilateral and international coop-
eration revolving around the COVID-19 
pandemic. As this new challenge sur-
faced, the two nations supported each 
other more than ever. As part of Govern-
ment of India’s and Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s vision of SAGAR (Security 
And Growth for All in the Region), the In-
dian Navy launched several missions in 
the Indian Ocean Region to undertake a 
variety of operations to provide medical 
and health related relief.

INS Airavat, an indigenous built Land-
ing Ship Tank of the Indian Navy under-
took two missions from India to Indone-
sia- the first in July 2021 to deliver 100 
MT of Liquid Medical Oxygen (LMO) 
and 300 Oxygen concentrators on be-
half of the Government of India and the 
second in August 2021 wherein 10 ISO 
Cryogenic Tanks having capacity of 20 
MT each for transportation of MO were 
leased to the Government of Indone-
sia for augmenting the essential supply 
chain across the archipelago. Ambassa-
dor of India to Indonesia, H.E. Mr. Manoj 
Kumar Bharti handed over the shipment 
and also thanked Indonesia for its assis-
tance of 3400 Oxygen cylinders and 200 
Oxygen concentrators to India during its 
crisis phase earlier in the year.

The 3rd edition of Bilateral Naval Ex-
ercise ‘Samudra Shakti’ between Indian 
and Indonesian Navy took place from 
20th September to 22nd September 2021. 
Indigenously built Indian Naval Ships 
Shivalik and Kadmatt participated along 
with KRI Bung Tomo, KRI Malahayati and 

Maritime Patrol and Reconnaissance Air-
craft CN-235 representing the Indone-
sian Navy. 

There has been an increase in the in-
terest among Indonesian students to-
wards education in India. The Govern-
ment of India offers scholarships under 
the General Scholarships Scheme (GSS) 
of Indian Council of Cultural Relations 
(ICCR). In the academic year 2021 – 
2022, 41 ICCR scholarships have been 
granted.

External Affairs Minister, India, Dr. S Jaishankar(left) with For-
eign Minister of Indonesia, Retno Marsudi during his maiden of-
ficial visit to Indonesia in 2019.

GMR Airports Limited (GAL) signed the Shareholders’ Agree-
ment and Share Subscription Agreement  with Angkasa Pura 2 
(AP2) to transform Medan’s Kualanamu International Airport 
into Western International Hub of Indonesia
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Ambassador H.E. Mr. Manoj Kumar Bharti handed over the humanitarian aid on behalf 
of Government of India to Mr. Sumarjaya, Acting Head, Crisis Centre, Ministry of Health 
on 24th July,2021.

Indian Technical and Economic Coop-
eration (ITEC) has done a wonderful job 
in imparting short term training to gov-
ernment officials from Indonesia.  Since 
2007, approximately 900 students have 
visited India under ITEC program.  In 
year 2021-2022, 31 students have done 
e-ITEC training courses. India offers 100 
ITEC scholarships every year to Indone-
sia along with unlimited seats for e-ITEC 
courses.

On the bilateral trade front, both 
sides have set a target of US$50 billion 
by 2025 during the visit of Prime Min-
ister of India to Indonesia in May 2018. 
The vast consumer market, skilled hu-
man resources and expertise in the field 
of Science and Information Technology 
of India coupled with Indonesia’s natural 
resources, young population and stra-
tegic location has potential to provide 
a platform for enhanced economic en-
gagement. Infrastructure development 
and energy security are key areas for co-
operation for emerging economies like 
India and Indonesia. 

Hailed as the “pharmacy of the world”, 
India supported Indonesia’s efforts to 
fight the pandemic not only at G-to-G 
level, but also at B-to-B level. Pt. Indo-
farma TBK of Indonesia signed an agree-
ment with the Serum Institute of India 
Private Limited (SII Pvt. Ltd.) for the pur-
chase of 50 Million dosages of COVOVAX 

vaccine being manufactured by SII. Indi-
an pharmaceutical companies provided 
Indonesia with a range of Covid-19 relat-
ed drugs, including Oseltamavir, Remde-
sivir, Chloroquine Phosphate, Lopinavir-
Ritonavir and HCQ Sulphate.

The two countries have enormous 
potential to come together to build fur-
ther convergence in the sector of tour-
ism, digital economy, education sector, 
artificial intelligence and automation. 
Both the countries have supported 
each other at multilateral and interna-
tional forums to realise the shared vi-
sion of regional peace and stability. This 
has been brought out in a recent book 
published by the Indian Embassy called 
“KESAMAAN”: India-Indonesia-The Next 
Step.

Both India and Indonesia have a 
shared vision and stakes in building a 
peaceful regional order and co-oper-
ate on a number of important securi-
ty issues, including anti-terrorism, Cy-
ber security and maritime security. As 
two forward looking nations driven by 
the aspirations and hopes of the young 
population, both countries will be ben-
efited by multiplying their efforts to ad-
dress the broader common challenges 
and leverage the shared goals to strive 
for peace, prosperity, and development 
in the region and beyond.
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