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INDIA BAGS FIRST PRIZE AT THE INTERNATIONAL GOLDEN CITY
GATE TOURISM AWARDS 2019

The Ministry of Tourism, Government of India has won the First Prize in the category of TV Cinema
Spot at the prestigious international Golden City Gate Tourism Awards 2019. The awards were
received by Shri YogendraTripathi, Secretary,Tourism.
Following promotional films / television commercials produced by the Ministry as part of its
Incredible India 2.0 Campaign received the awards: Yogi of the Racetrack, the Reincarnation of Mr.
and Mrs. Jones, Sanctuary in Paris, Maharani of Manhattan and The Masala Master Chef.
The Golden City Gate Tourism Multi-media Awards are given annually in various categories related
to the Tourism and Hospitality sectors. The ‘Golden City Gate’ is a creative multi-media international
competition for countries, cities, regions and hotels. The entries received for the awards are judged
by an international jury comprising film and tourism experts. The annual award ceremony takes
place at ITB Berlin, the world’s leading tourism trade show.
Source- PIB

INDIGENOUSLY DEVELOPED PINAKA GUIDED WEAPONS SYSTEM
SUCCESSFULLY TEST-FIRED
The indigenously developed Pinaka guided rocket system was successfully test fired in a boost to
artillery capability of the Army.
The weapon system is equipped with state-of-the-art guidance kit comprising of an advanced
navigation and control system.
"The indigenously developed guided Pinaka, developed by DRDO, will significantly boost the
capability of the artillery to make precision hits," said the defence minister.
The short range, guided Pinaka weapon system is equipped with a state-of-the-art guidance kit
comprising an advanced navigation and control system.
The weapon system impacted the intended targets with high precision and achieved desired
accuracies in all the missions. Telemetry Systems tracked and monitored the vehicle through the
flight path. All the mission objectives have been met.
Source- The economictimes, The Hindubusinessline
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ERODE TURMERIC GETS GI TAG
After an eight-year-long process, Erode turmeric finally got a Geographical Indication (GI) tag from
the Geographical Indication Registry.
The Erode Manjal Vanigargal Matrum Kidangu Urimaiyalargal Sangham applied for the GI tag on
January 4, 2011, at the office of the Deputy Registrar of GI Registry in Chennai.
A Geographical Indication is a name or sign used on certain products that correspond to a specific
geographical location or origin.
The application and supporting documents said Erode turmeric was a traditional cultivar of India,
grown in Erode, pointed out Chinnaraj G. Naidu, Deputy Registrar of Geographical Indications
Registry, Chennai. The cultivar is called Erode local, i.e., Chinnanadan.
Erode turmeric is a rhizome, both finger and bulb obtained from the Erode local cultivar.
In its claim for uniqueness, the application said the mean length of the fingers of Erode turmeric was
about 4.15cm and the mean circumference was about 3.03cm. The mean bulb length of the mother
rhizome is about 4.54cm and the mean circumference is 6.54cm.
Quality parameters of the turmeric included 2.5 to 4.5% of curcumin content, a golden yellow colour
and resistence to pests after boiling.
Source-TheHindu

WORLD’S BIGGEST DEMOCRACY IS READY FOR ELECTION
India is to be found not in its few cities, but in its 700,000 villages,” Gandhi famously said of his
country. That statement still rings true when it comes to voting. There are over 640,000 villages
in India, and the election commission, the non-partisan body in charge of the election, has the
constitutional mandate of reaching them all. So it set up an ingenious, thorough system to do so—
one that’s so on top of voter affairs, that the world’s biggest election can be prepared in a month.
On Mar. 10, India announced the dates of the country’s general election across its 29 states. The
first votes will be cast on Apr. 11, and the election will continue in seven stages till the last polling
date, on May 19. All votes, which will elect 543 members of the Lok Sabha, the lower house of the
parliament, will be counted on May 23.
In a recent survey conducted by Twitter India’s #Powerof18 youth engagement initiative, nearly
98% of Tamil Nadu’s youth said that they will vote in the upcoming elections. It was an indication
that the State had the highest proportion of youth voter interest compared to other States in the
country. Over 8.98 lakh voters between 18 and 19 years of age have found a place on the
electoral rolls from Tamil Nadu as of January 31. “We expect the numbers to increase before the
election as youngsters are still being encouraged to apply for a voter ID card. The EC has been
reaching out to the public, both young as well as older voters, to gear up to vote, through booth
level officials and various initiatives through the Systematic Voters’ Education and Electoral
Participation (SVEEP) programme,” said Satyabrata Sahoo, Chief Electoral Officer, speaking about
the campaign this year. In the run-up to the 2016 Assembly elections, the Election Commission,
in an awareness campaign that dabbled in memes, videos, social media engagement and several
other interesting formats, encouraged the first-time voters to sign up for EPIC cards as well as
make their vote count
Source- Livemint, The Hindu
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MISSION ACTIVITIES
India Indonesia ITEC Alumni Day Celebrated in Jakarta

Embassy of India hosted the Indian Indonesia (Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation ITEC) Alumni Day on 16th of March Saturday at Ritz Carlton Hotel in Jakarta.
The event was graced by H.E. Mr. Ali Ghufron, Director General for Science, Technology and
Higher Education Resources as the Chief Guest. Ms. Anie Hashim Djojohadikusumo, Patron,
Wadah Foundation was the Guest of Honour at the event. A large number of Indonesian alumni
(who had attended training/academic programmes in India on Government of India scholarships)
attended the celebrations. The President of ITEC Alumni Association Mr. Muhammad Yunus Z.
along with other alumni participated in a panel discussion. They shared their experiences on
having underwent training in India and how the existing skill development partnership could be
further leveraged for mutual benefit of the young generations of the two countries. Mme Ani
shared how skill training partnership with India under the ‘Solar Mama’ scheme has been able to
train illiterate women from some of the remotest parts of Indonesia and help bring considerable
changes and living standard improvements in those communities

It may be noted that the Government of India has been offering scholarships to Indonesia under
various schemes for close to 7 decades. Under Indian Technical & Economic Cooperation (ITEC),
Technical Cooperation Scheme Colombo plan (TCS) & Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR)
scholarships, India offers dedicated scholarship which are fully funded and also cover the living
allowance and other necessary stipend apart from the Return Air fare. More than 150
scholarships are specially allocated to Indonesia each year. More than 1300 scholars from all
across Indonesia have availed the scholarship so far. While the provision for scholarships has
been widely appreciated in Indonesian Government and Academia, it has also made considerable
impact on skill development and capacity building of Indonesia.
The objective of holding the India Indonesia Annual ITEC Day celebration was to create a
network amongst the Indonesian alumni and recognise their contributions in deepening India
Indonesia friendship.
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FLAVOR'S OF INDIA

MOONG DAL SHORBA RECIPE
How to Make Moong Dal Shorba Recipe :
TOTAL TIME ; 40m
PREP TIME : 10m
CALORIES : 256

Ingredients Of Moong
Dal Shorba Recipe :
50 gm moong dal
1/4 teaspoon ginger
1/4 teaspoon cumin
seeds
1 tablespoon butter
salt as required
20 gm onion
1/4 teaspoon garlic
1/2 teaspoon lemon juice
1/4 teaspoon turmeric
water as required

Step 1
Heat some butter in a pan over medium flame. When it melts,
and add onions in it. Saute for 30 seconds & add chopped
garlic, ginger, green chilies, turmeric powder, and salt.
Add moong dal and give it a stir. Now add three cups of
water and bring it to a boil.
Step 2
Simmer for fifteen minutes, till the dal becomes soft, keep
removing scum from time to time. Blend the dal mixture
and strain. Heat remaining butter in a pan, add cumin seeds
to it.
Step 3
Add pureed dal, and bring it to a boil. Adjust seasoning and
consistency by adding water if desired. Finish with lemon
juice. Serve this delicious dish hot, garnish it with fresh
mint & coriander leaves.
Source : recipes.timesofindi

For Garnishing :
1 teaspoon mint leaves
1 teaspoon coriander
leaves
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BEST OUTDOOR ADVENTURES FOR YOUR TRIP IN INDIA

“Thinking about adventure in India? But confused as to what to choose and where to go? Let this blog be
your guiding star as we take the opportunity to provide the details on which outdoor adventure you can
indulge into and when and where you can go chasing your passion in India”
India is a land of massive adventure opportunities. Across the length and breadth of the country one is able to
find multiple opportunities to plunge in the activities that not only instigate adrenaline rush but also
transcend one to the world of fearlessness. However, there are some activities and there are a few places that
fit like a glove, which means when a right adventure sport is attempted at a right destination, the fun and
thrill multiplies. Here are some outdoor adventure hacks that you must reach out for on your trip in India.
Tame the Rapids at Tons Valley, Uttarakhand

There is Ganga in Rishikesh with its
tricky Daniel’s Dip and then there is
Zanskar River in Ladakh with its
difficult rapids but what catches the eye
in the recent is Tons River in West
Uttarakhand. The river offers Grade IV
rapids, which are enough to get
attention of expert rafters from round
the world.
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Get the Bird’s Eye View of the Royale Jaipur
Hot Air Ballooning is probably one of the best ways to
explore the royal beauty of Jaipur. Getting a bird’s eye
view of this royal masterpiece is probably one of the
best feelings that you can relish forever from your India
visit memories. The excitement of flying over palaces,
forts and lakes is quite special and beholding these
fantastic sights and capturing them in your camera to
cherish later is the ideal thing to do. These rides are
arranged early in the morning and late afternoon as
during this period the winds are quite favourable for
this activity.

Get One on One with the Sand Dunes at Jaisalmer

Relatively a new sport in India, Dune Bashing is quite an enthralling experience. A 4X4 is led out in the
desert only to destroy the sand mound coming its way. A little over the top but completely safe this activity
can best be enjoyed at the SAM Dunes of Jaisalmer.
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Put the World under Your Feet at Bir Billing

Soar high in the sky of Bir Billing in Himachal Pradesh. The two destinations offer an incredible opportunity to
glide above the verdant mountains and behold sites like never before. Bir Billing has a league of trained
instructors that ensure proper training for solo flights without having to miss out on fun.
Source: tourmyindia
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DISCLAIMER:

Feedback/Suggestions:
We welcome suggestions/feedback of
our readers on e-bulletin. Kindly send
your views to us on
info.india.jakarta@gmail.com

The Embassy of India, Jakarta, has acquired information from the various sources indicated in the newsletter. Though due diligence has been performed, the Embassy

is not responsible for correctness and accuracy of reports.

