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INDIA’S LONGEST SINGLE LANE STEEL CABLE SUSPENSION
BRIDGE OPENS IN ARUNACHAL PRADESH
Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh Pema Khandu inaugurated India's longest 300-meter singlelane steel cable suspension bridge over Siang river in Arunachal Pradesh's Upper Siang district
bordering China. The suspension bridge - also known as Byorung bridge - was built at a cost of Rs
4,843 crore and funded by the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region under Non
Lapsable Central Pool of Resources scheme. It will reduce the distance from Yingkiong to Tuting
town by almost 40 km. The earlier road length was 192 km.The newly inaugurated bridge will
benefit about 20,000 people residing on both sides of the bank of Siang river and will also boost
military preparedness. Noting that good connectivity was the way forward for the state's
prosperity.
Source - Business Standard

GITA GOPINATH JOINS IMF AS ITS FIRST FEMALE CHIEF
ECONOMIST
Mysore-born Gita Gopinath has joined International Monetary Fund as its Chief Economist,
becoming the first woman to occupy the top IMF post.
she believes the world is experiencing a retreat from globalisation, posing challenges to multilateral
institutions. The John Zwaanstra professor of International Studies and Economics at Harvard
University, Gopinath, 47, succeeds Maurice (Maury) Obstfeld as Economic Counsellor and Director
of the IMF’s Research Department. Obstfeld retired December 31.
Announcing her appointment on October 1, IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde described her
as one of the world’s outstanding economists with impeccable academic credentials, a proven track
record of intellectual leadership and extensive international experience. The 11th chief economist of
the IMF, Gopinath in a recent interview to The Harvard Gazette described her appointment at the
IMF as a tremendous honour and said the appointment of the first ever woman for this position
speaks highly of IMF’s Managing Director Lagarde. She is phenomenal, not just in her leadership of
the IMF but as a role model for women around the world.
Source - The Hindu Businessline
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GO GREEN INITIATIVES IN INDIAN RAILWAYS
Indian Railways have undertaken some major initiatives to Go Green. Ministry of Railways has
planned to set up 1000 Mega Watt (MW) solar power by 2020-21 which would help Railways to
source about 10% of its electrical energy from renewable source. Indian Railways have already
installed about 71.19 MW of Solar plants over rooftops at Railways stations and service buildings.
Use of LED lights on electrified railway stations and service buildings. All electrified Railway
stations (except those under gauge conversion) and 99% of service buildings have been fitted with
100% LED luminaries over Indian Railways. 20% Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) substitution in
diesel engines of 23 Diesel Power Cars of Diesel Electric Multiple Unit (DEMU) trains and
introduction of solar energy based DEMUs.
Source - PIB

ASIA COMPETITIVENESS INSTITUTE RELEASES EASE OF DOING
BUSINESS RANKINGS FOR INDIAN STATES
Andhra Pradesh has topped the Ease of Doing Business (EDB) list compiled by a team of researchers
led by Tan Khee Giap, who is the co-director of Asia competitiveness institute (ACI), and associate
professor at Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore. Andhra is
followed by Maharashtra and Delhi. In the latest ranking of Asia Competitiveness Institute's (ACI)
EDB index, Andhra Pradesh bagged the top rank in 2018.
Expressing delight over the announcement, Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu said, "International
investors look for a stable government with strong policies before coming forward for investments.
The state government would take into consideration the observations including weaknesses and try
to strengthen those areas." The chief minister also announced that his government was planning to
distribute smartphones to each family for ease of living.Nearly 14 million smartphones should be
manufactured for distribution in the state.
Source - India Today

PAPER SENSOR TO DETECT FRESHNESS OF MILK

Scientists at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Guwahati, have developed a simple paper kit
that can test freshness of milk and tell how well it has been pasteurised. Aided with a smart phone
app, the kit can help ensure that milk is consumed before it turns too sour. A milk enzyme,
Alkaline Phosphatase (ALP), is considered to be an indicator of milk quality because its presence
even after pasteurisation indicates presence of microbes that may not have been rendered inactive
with pasteurization. Researchers used ordinary filter paper to prepare the detector. The filter
paper was cut into small discs using office punch and impregnated with chemical probes that
preferentially react with ALP. The ‘probes’ used are antibodies that specifically bind to ALP. When
ALP comes into contact with the probe, it turns white paper disc into a coloured one. The colour
change on paper discs is then photographed by a smartphone camera and images processed to
obtain corresponding colour values. These values are then compared with standard data stored in
the phone. Thus not only the presence of ALP could be detected but the amount of it in milk could
also be measured.
Source - Down to Earth
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FLAVOR'S OF INDIA
TOTAL TIME ; 40m

CHINESE DOSA RECIPE

PREP TIME : 20 m
CALORIES : 278

Ingredients Of Chinese Dosa :
3 cup dosa batter
1 cup cabbage
3 tablespoon refined oil
1/4 cup capsicum (green pepper)
2 pieces green chilli
1 teaspoon lemon juice
salt as required
1 cup chinese noodles
3 tablespoon coriander leaves
1/2 cup paneer
1/4 cup peas
1/2 inch ginger
1/4 teaspoon black pepper
water as required

How to Make Chinese Dosa :
Step 1
Boil the chinese noodles, drain off the excess water and set
aside. Meanwhile, wash and chop ginger, green chillies,
capsicum, cabbage, green coriander. Dice the paneer. Keep them
in separate bowls.
Step 2
Heat 1 tablespoon oil in a pan. Add ginger and green chilies,
and sauté for while. Then add green peas, capsicum and
cabbage and mix well. Cook until vegetables get tender but
remain a bit crunchy. Add paneer, boiled noodles, black pepper,
soy sauce, lemon juice and chopped green coriander. Mix all
ingredients well and cook for 3-4 minutes. Turn off the heat
and keep the vegetable-noodles mixture aside.
Step 3
Check the consistency of the dosa batter, you can add some
water if the dosa batter is too thick.
Step 4
Pre-heat a non-stick tawa over medium flame. Grease the tawa

with some oil and clean it with help of a tissue. There should be less amount of oil on the tawa.
Pour 1-2 tablespoon batter on the tawa and spread it in a thin round shape.
Step 5
Spread oil all over the dosa and roast until the bottom turns golden brown in colour. Layer
1-2 tablespoon of stuffing on the dosa. Roll the dosaand place it on plate or serve immediately
along with peanut chutney, coconut chutney or green coriander chutney and sambar, as per
your choice.
Step 6
Before making another dosa, clean the tawa with a wet cloth. This will make tawa a bit frigid.
Repeat the process to make other dosas.
Source : recipes.timesofindia
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WEATHER IN INDIA IN JANUARY
AN OVERVIEW OF WEATHER IN INDIA IN JANUARY

We consider January one of the best months to visit India due to its pleasant temperatures and low
precipitation. Winter’s fully arrived everywhere, which means temperatures are at the lowest point during the
year. However, weather in January varies depending on which part of the country you’re visiting. Especially in
the Himalayas and Goa and South India.
During the winter, the Nubra Valley and many parts in the Himalayas are inaccessible because of the snow.
January is usually a dry month with barely any rainfall across the country. Overall, it’s pretty cold, but not too
harsh. As long as you don’t visit the snowy peaks in the north you won’t be too cold. Temperatures can vary
largely from day and night. Prepare for maximums of 30° C/86° F and minimums of 15° C/60° F. Sometimes
even lower, so pack for any circumstances.
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WEATHER IN NORTH INDIA DURING JANUARY
North India can be fairly cold in January. Delhi, Agra, Rajasthan and central India get to 15 to 5° C/60 to 40° F
at night and heat up to max 28 to 30° C /82 to 86° F in the day. The average would be around 23° C/73° F.
Rooms with heating facilities are very uncommon, only upper-end hotels would offer them. However, hotels and
guesthouses are mostly prepared with warm blankets for the night. Carry a few woolens, a pair of warm socks and
something for your ears at night. Nature reserves and Jaisalmer or further north like Amritsar and Delhi get
particularly cold at night.

Pushkar in Rajasthan is a small pilgrimage town with a lot of interesting temples and Havelis to explore.
Nevertheless, during the day the sun shines and warms you up quickly, only getting cold as the sunsets.
There are rarely clouds and surely no rain in north and central India. Sometimes however, there’ll be a
persistent fog around Delhi and Agra that can last for days, disturbing air traffic and train departures.
Prepare for potential delays while travelling.
It’s the main season in Rajasthan, so places will be crowded with tourists and hotel availabilities might
become an issue. Train tickets should be booked months in advance just to be sure.
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WEATHER IN THE HIMALAYAS IN JANUARY
The Himalayas will be blanketed by snow in
January. It might not be the first choice for
travellers as trekking and other outdoor
options in the summer are not available.
Nevertheless, the hill stations in January
still have their charm. Skiing in India is
possible but it’s not as big as in the West,
so don’t expect similar kinds of ski resorts
Also, closed and blocked roads and hiking
trails due to ice and snow is a major issue
in the winter.It makes travelling difficult,
expensive and tiring. Therefore, the
Himalayas are best enjoyed when visiting
during spring, summer, or autumn, where you can go hiking and enjoy the views.

WEATHER IN SOUTH INDIA IN JANUARY
The weather in South India in January is
usually never uncomfortably cold. If you’re
travelling to Kerala, Karnataka, or Tamil Nadu,
temperature at night will be around 15 to 20
C/60° to 68° F, and sunny days usually above
25°C/77° F. Humidity levels drop and even
Tamil Nadu, which receives a second monsoon
until December, stays relatively dry. This makes
South India very comfortable to travel through
in January. Kochi is beautiful during January,
but expect large crowds throughout the city. The
sea is also warmer from the previous hotter
season and currents aren’t as strong as the rest of year. Hence it’s a great time to enjoy both mountains and the
seaside. It’s also the main tourist season, so places like Varkala and Kochi will be quite busy. Accommodations
should be booked long in advance or they might lose availability and increase in price.
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WEATHER IN GOA IN JANUARY
Goa is rarely too cold in January. Yet given the vast stretches of
countryside, there can be a colder breeze at night. There’s still
sunshine daily, temperatures mostly above 25°C/77°. It’s a
great time to get some sun there without the blazing heat.
Waters can get chilly, but not excessively cold, as the previous
hot season will keep the water relatively warm.
Only downside is how crowded Goa is in January. December and
January are the busiest months, so popular resorts are booked
months in advance, sometimes half a year beforehand. Plan your
trip early, but even so we’ll always find a place for you to stay
and enjoy. Check out Rachel’s trip from Mumbai to Kerala via
Goa to find inspiration for a travel route inclusive of Goa.

INDIA SOMEDAY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
TRAVELING IN INDIA IN JANUARY
Rajasthan and North India are very popular regions in January,
yet people underestimate how cold it can really get. North India
has a lot to offer as long as you carry warm clothes, especially in
the desert.
Try to follow a path less travelled, visiting small towns like
Mandawa, Chittorgarh or Chandelao to get out of the crowds.
Safaris in the Ranthambore National Park are normally booked
three months in advance, and boutique hotels in cities like Udaipur and Jaipur will also be booked months in
advance. For that reason, you might need to pick lesser-known places. Prepare for some train and flight delays due
to the fog.
Winter in North India can be cold so pack warm clothes.
We highly recommend South India for a visit to India in January. Temperatures are pleasant, there’s no rain, low
humidity and water currents are weaker. It gets busy since it’s peak season, especially first half of January more than the
second. Expect that for both south and north India. Hotels might charge more closer to Christmas, and then mid-January
decrease their prices.
Source : indiasomeday
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DISCLAIMER:

Feedback/Suggestions:
We welcome suggestions/feedback of
our readers on e-bulletin. Kindly send
your views to us on
info.india.jakarta@gmail.com

The Embassy of India, Jakarta, has acquired information from the various sources indicated in the newsletter. Though due diligence has been performed, the Embassy

is not responsible for correctness and accuracy of reports.

