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Vaccine Maitri: A Sanjeevini for the world
India began its ‘Vaccine Maitri’ to supply Covid vaccine to different nations almost two months ago. The country has delivered
around 45.6 million doses of ‘Made in India’ Covid vaccines to 45 countries during the period. Following the requirements from
various countries for the supply of Indian-manufactured vaccines, the government had started the supply of Covid vaccine on
January 20 to Bhutan, Maldives, Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar and Seychelles under the grant assistance.This is being done in
keeping with India’s stated commitment to using India’s vaccine production and delivery capacity to help all of the human fight
the Covid pandemic. Of the 45.6 million doses, 38.47 million doses were commercial supplies and 7.12 million doses were
granted to other countries. Neighbouring Bangladesh is the major recipient of Covid vaccines from India till now. India supplied
around 9 million doses of Covid vaccines to Bangladesh. Bangladesh got 2 million doses of vaccines as grant assistance on
January 21. This was followed by additional 5 million and 2 million doses of commercial supplies on January 25 and February
22, respectively. Morocco was the second major recipient during the period. India made commercial supplies of 2 million, 4
million and 1 million doses of the vaccine to that country on January 22, February 11 and February 24, respectively. Brazil, one
of the worst-hit countries by the Covid pandemic, also received around 4 million doses of commercial supplies from India
during January and February. The Brazilian President Jair M Bolsonaro took to Twitter on January 22 to thank India with a
tweet with a picture of Hanuman carrying a mountain of Covid vaccine from India to Brazil. While announcing the gift of
200,000 doses to UN Peacekeepers while speaking at the United Nations Security Council discussions on Covid vaccines, S
Jaishankar, External Affairs Minister, had suggested the need to stop ‘vaccine nationalism’, urged the need to promote
internationalism, and had asked to ensure equitable distribution of the vaccine. So far, India has supplied covid vaccine to 83
countries and strive to provide the much needed supply to the world at this time continues as India believes in the philosophy
of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”which means 'the world is one family' .
Source: MEA Website and The Hindu

First Quad Leaders’ Virtual Summit

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi participated, along with Prime Minister of Australia Scott Morrison and Prime Minister of
Japan Yoshihide Suga and President of U.S.A. Joseph R. Biden, in the first Leaders’ Summit of the Quadrilateral Framework, held
virtually on 12th March 2021. The Leaders discussed regional and global issues of shared interest, and exchange views on
practical areas of cooperation towards maintaining a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific region. The Summit provided an
opportunity to exchange views on contemporary challenges such as resilient supply chains, emerging and critical technologies,
maritime security, and climate change. The Leaders also discussed ongoing efforts to combat Covid-19 pandemic and explore
opportunities for collaboration in ensuring safe, equitable and affordable vaccines in the Indo-Pacific region.
Source: MEA Website

17th BIMSTEC Ministerial Meeting

The External Affairs Minister of India, Dr. S. Jaishankar, participated in the 17th BIMSTEC Ministerial Meeting on April 1, 2021.
The meeting, chaired by Sri Lanka, was held in virtual mode with the participation of all BIMSTEC Member States. In his
statement at the meeting, Dr. Jaishankar, reiterated India’s commitment to further building the momentum of regional
cooperation under the BIMSTEC framework and make the organization stronger, vibrant, more effective and result-oriented. He
highlighted progress achieved in sectors where India is the Lead Country viz Counter Terrorism & Trans-national Crime,
Transport & Communication, Tourism, and Environmental & Disaster management and other activities undertaken by India to
deepen BIMSTEC cooperation. The meeting endorsed the BIMSTEC Master Plan for Transport Connectivity for adoption at the
next BIMSTEC Summit and three MoUs / Agreements for signing at the next BIMSTEC Summit, namely the BIMSTEC
Convention on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, MoU on Mutual Cooperation between Diplomatic
Academies/Training Institutions of BIMSTEC Member States; and Memorandum of Association on the Establishment of
BIMSTEC Technology Transfer Facility (TTF) in Colombo, Sri Lanka. The meeting took note that the BIMSTEC Centre for
Weather and Climate, being hosted in India, is fully functional with the state of the art facilities to provide Disaster Early
Warnings.
Source: MEA Website

Cabinet approves Production Linked Incentive Scheme for
Pharmaceuticals

Cabinet has given approval for the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for Pharmaceuticals over a period of Financial Year
2020-21 to 2028-29. The scheme will be part of the umbrella scheme for the Development of Pharmaceutical Industry. The
objective of the scheme is to enhance India's manufacturing capabilities by increasing investment and production in the sector
and contributing to product diversification to high value goods in the pharmaceutical sector. The scheme is expected to promote
the production of high value products in the country and increase the value addition in exports. It is expected to promote
innovation for development of complex and high-tech products including products of emerging therapies and in-vitro Diagnostic
Devices as also self-reliance in important drugs. It is also expected to improve accessibility and affordability of medical products
including orphan drugs to the Indian population. The Scheme is also expected to bring in investment of Rs.15,000 crore in the
pharmaceutical sector.
Source: PIB

India emerges as Asia's biggest destination for fintech deals
A recent research report released by RBSA Advisors has revealed that India has emerged as Asia's biggest destination for
financial technology (fintech) deals, leaving behind China in the quarter ended June 2020. With around 33 deals valued at US$
647.5 million, India has the highest investment in the fintech segment compared to China's US$ 284.9 million during the quarter
ended June 30, 2020. Total investments in India's fintech sector crossed the US$ 10 billion mark over the last 4.5 years from FY
2016 to H1 of 2020). "Amid COVID-19, India has seen a 60% increase in fintech investments to US$ 1467 million in H1 2020
compared to the US$ 919 million for the same period last year," the leading valuation, investment banking and transaction
advisory firm said in a statement. Bengaluru and Mumbai remain the top two headquartered cities for fintech companies. "While
the fintech industry is still in its early adoption stage, we believe it is well-positioned to witness long-term growth in the coming
years. The changes will be more focused on digital lending (alternative finance) and open banking", RBSA Advisors MD and CEO,
Mr. Rajeev Shah, said. Out of total 21 unicorns in India, around one third are fintech companies, Paytm being the highest valued
unicorn, at US$ 16 billion
Source: IBEF
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FLAVOR'S OF INDIA
KESAR PISTA PHIRNI

Recipe Servings: 4
Prep Time: 2 hrs
Cook Time: 45 mins
Total Cook Time: 2 hrs 45 mins
Difficulty Level: Easy
Ingredients of Kesar Pista
Phirni:
A few saffron threads
10-12 pistachios (peeled and
sliced), blanched
1 litre skimmed milk
3 tbsp coarsely ground rice
3/4 tbsp green cardamom
powder
3 tbsp low-calorie
sweetener

How to make Kesar Pista Phirni:
Bring the milk to a boil in a deep non-stick pan. Lower
the heat and simmer, stirring continuously, till it reduces
by half.
Add the ground rice, mixed with a little water, and stir
well to prevent lumps from forming. Bring the mixture to
a boil.
When it starts to thicken, lower the heat and simmer for a
couple of minutes, stirring continuously. Add the
cardamom powder and saffron, and mix well.
When the mixture attains a thick custard-like
consistency, remove from heat and stir in the low-calorie
sweetener.
Pour the mixture into 4 individual earthenware bowls
while still warm. Sprinkle sliced pistachios and
refrigerate for at least 2 hours. Serve chilled.
About Kesar Pista Phirni:
One Indian dessert that none of us can ever say no to is
phirni. A bowl of chilled, nutty and delicious phirni can turn
around a day for us. Here's a sugar-free kesar pista phirni
that you can try at home this summer season!
Source: food.ndtv
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KERALA - PILGRIM CENTRES (10)

Edathua Church in Alappuzha: Religious sites have provided succour and relief to many an anxious
devotee, and the Edathua Church in Alappuzha is no different. Legend has it that those with medical
issues, especially mental disorders, have found salvation at this holy site.

Built in 1810 and dedicated to St. George, the St. George Forane Church is among the prime attractions
in this tranquil backwater district. Its annual feast (5th, 6th and 7th of May) sees believers from across
the southern parts of the country, throng in great numbers to seek aid and blessings for their near and
dear ones.
Getting there:
Nearest railway station: Alappuzha, about 27 km.
Nearest airport: Cochin International Airport, about 111 km.
Source: https://www.keralatourism.org/
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Irinjalakuda Koodal Manikyam temple: Situated 10 km away from Irinjalakuda railway station, this
ancient temple is dedicated to Lord Bharatha, the brother of Sri Rama. It is perhaps the only temple in
India with Bharatha as the deity. The colourful eleven day annual festival with a pageant of thirteen
caparisoned elephants is held in April/May. The festival in this temple marks the end of the Hindu temple
festival season in Kerala.
Temple timings: 03:30 - 11:30 hrs & 17:00 - 20:30 hrs
Getting there:
Nearest railway station: Irinjalakkuda, about 10 km.
Nearest airport: Cochin International Airport, about 39 km.
Source: https://www.keralatourism.org/

Embassy of India
Gama Tower, Jl. H.R. Rasuna Said
Kav. C22, Kuningan, Jakarta 12940
: indianembassyjakarta.gov.in
: IndiaInIndonesia
: IndianEmbJkt
: Embassy of India Jakarta
DISCLAIMER:

Feedback/Suggestions:
We welcome suggestions/feedback of
our readers on e-bulletin. Kindly send
your views to us on
info.india.jakarta@gmail.com
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